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century, surveying the whole line of connection between the
Rajput noblesse and the noblesse of Versailles. At one end of
the range he might have seen, in India, a primitive stratification,
of society-, having its superior and subordinate layers divided by
kinship, its tenures of land (excepting religious tenures) corre-
sponding to distinctions of birth, its hereditary officials forming
a separate caste, and the mass of its commercial and cultivat-
ing population ranked in classes altogether apart from the
' upper ten thousand,' as the Rajputs might be literally called
in more than one State. At the other end he would have
seen Louis XTV. of France, absolute as an Asiatic despot
throughout his dominions, having reduced his nobles to political
nonentity while he admits a Montniorenci to be a better gentle-
man by descent than himself. At Ajmere as at Versailles the
noblesse of blood is predominant and rigidly exclusive; but in
Rajputana the noblesse are the clan, and the clan is the State.
Whereas the French nobility has passed clean through and
beyond the feudal phase, and has not only lost its political
independence or influence, but for the most part even its hold
on the land, yet it still, hangs together as a separate caste by
the archaic tie of blood. The wear and tear of a thousand
restless years has hollowed out the primitive organism into a
thin shell, which breaks at the first serious social pressure.

Side by side with' these two extreme forms of true aristocratic
institutions we have in the history of Asia, as of Europe,
specimens of societies in which the primitive forms have been
utterly crushed out and obliterated. ** The only -mmi noble in
my dominions/* said the Emperor Paul of Russia in reply to a
question as to the status of Russian nobility, " is the man to
whom I speak for the time I am speaking to him ; " and Sir
H* Maine observes*-how such a pretension would have been
resented in Bourbon France, by the Due de St. Simon (we may
add) for example. The Russian answer is just what anight
have come out of the mouth of a Moghal Emperor of India in
the seventeenth century, speaking of his own courtiers
and high officers; while the resentment of a Rajput Chief
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